Galatians
The Letter to the Galatians
Introduction

__________________________________

Apostle: Thirty years or so had elapsed between Paul’s conversion
outside Damascus and his imprisonment and death in Rome (Conversion
33 / 34 AD? Death 64 AD). Somewhere during this time, he had written
this very important letter to the Galatians.
Notice the beginning of his letter: Paul, an apostle…, i.e. not an impostor
…, grace to you. Paul was an apostle of Jesus Christ. The term already
had a precise connotation. ‘To the Jew the word was well defined; it meant
a special messenger, with a special status, enjoying an authority and
commission that came from a body higher than himself.’ It was a special
term reserved for the Twelve and for one or two others whom the risen
Christ had personally appointed. There is therefore, no such thing as
apostolic succession.
History: The earliest that Paul could have written the Galatian letter was
in about AD 48 or 49, before the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15:1-29, which
had taken place in AD 49.
However, it is also possible that he wrote this letter in the mid-fifties, after
the events referred to in Acts15.
Recipients: The letter was written to the churches in the Southern
Galatian cities of Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe, which
Paul had evangelised during his first missionary journey. This history is
provided in Acts 13:13-52 and 14:1-25.
Judaizers: Since his visit to these Galatian cities, the churches which he
had founded had been troubled by false teachers. These men had
mounted a powerful attack on Paul’s authority and gospel. They
contradicted his gospel of justification by grace alone through faith
alone, insisting that for salvation more than faith in Christ was needed.
They taught that the believer had to be circumcised as well, and had to
keep all of the Law of Moses (Acts 15:1,5). Having undermined Paul’s
gospel, they then proceeded to undermine his authority also.
They would say things such as, ‘Who was this fellow Paul, anyway? He
certainly wasn’t one of the twelve apostles of Jesus.
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Nor, so far as we know, had he received any authorisation from any
church council. He is just a self-appointed impostor.’
Reason: Therefore, the reason for the letter was that the Galatian
churches were in the process of deserting the original gospel (1:6-7). In
essence, they were essentially starting to follow a very different gospel
(1:8-9) and were returning to earlier pagan practices (4:9-10).
The Gospel: In the Galatian letter, the gospel is developed and explained
to cast light on a number of very important topics. The issue was not just
simply circumcision or the keeping of certain holy days. The heart of the
matter was that the very essence of the gospel was being undermined
and altered.
The apostle Paul’s arguments in response to the teaching of the
Judaizers, touches on a variety of fundamental questions:
 the nature of apostolic authority,
 justification by faith alone,
 the Abrahamic promise,
 sonship,
 the role of the law of Moses,
 freedom in Christ,
 the work of the Holy Spirit and
 Sanctification.
Application: As we look at these topics covered in this letter, it is clear
the false teaching that found its way into the Galatian churches, affected
the very nature of the gospel of grace and came in various forms.
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Galatians
Paul’s Apostolic Authority and Gospel
Introduction

__________________________________

On their first missionary journey, Paul and Barnabas visited the cities of
Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, Lystra and Derbe (Acts 13:13-14:28). These
were the cities in which the Galatian churches were established (1:2). On
his second (Acts 16:1-5) and third (Acts 18:23) missionary journeys, Paul
revisited and strengthened these churches once again.
The Galatians churches were plagued by those of the circumcision group,
the Judaizers. They wanted the Gentile believers to undergo circumcision
and keep the Jewish holy days and Jewish customs. This was at heart an
undermining of the very gospel of grace and a move towards a worksbased salvation, trusting in the works of the flesh instead of trusting in the
Holy Spirit.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 1:1-5
1.

What does the word apostle mean? Under whose authority did Paul
become an apostle to the Gentiles? Why does he mention this? 1:1a

2.

To whom was the letter sent? 1:2; Acts 13:1-14:25

3.

Who accompanied Paul on his first mission to Galatia? Acts 13:2
Who joined Paul on his second missionary journey? Acts 15:40,
16:1-2

4.

Where was this letter most likely written from? 1:2; Acts 19:1, 10
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5.

What do the words ‘grace’ and ‘peace’ mean and where does this
‘grace’ and ‘peace’ originate from? 1:3

6.

What did Jesus do for the Galatian believers? 1:4

7.

Ultimately for whose glory is this work of salvation? 1:5

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

What are the qualifications of an apostle?
Acts 1:21-22; Matthew 10:1-8; Luke 6:12-13; Luke 22:14

2.

Are there apostles today? 2 Peter 1:16-21
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Galatians
False Teachers and Faithless Christians
Introduction

__________________________________

Paul normally began his letters with:
 A personal introduction
 An address, identifying the recipients
 Some kind of commendation such as:
… to the saints in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus …
 A blessing
 Some word of thanksgiving and finally
 A prayer for the church.
However, his letter to the Galatians begins with:
 An introduction stating his apostolic authority
 An address identifying the recipients
 No commendation
 A blessing
 No thanksgiving
 Followed by a stinging rebuke.
What was the reason for this strange opening address to the Galatian
churches?

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 1:6-10
1.

The Galatian churches were deserting Paul’s gospel and turning to
a different gospel. What is the true gospel? 1:6-7a

2.

Where did the understanding of the gospel go wrong? 1:4
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3.

Which two things happen when false teachers adjust or alter the
gospel? 1:7b

4.

What should the believer’s attitude be towards a person who brings
a perverted gospel? Why is Paul so vehement in his denunciation
of these false teachers? 1:8-9

5.

Do we as believers take this seriously enough?

6.

To whom is Paul and every Christian missionary, preacher and bible
teacher ultimately accountable? 1:10

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

How is the gospel defined by Jesus in Matthew, Mark and Luke?
Mark 1:14-15; Mark 10:45; Luke 24:46-47

2.

Name some well-known modern perversions of the gospel and of
the person and work of Christ.
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Galatians
The Origin of Paul’s Gospel
Introduction

__________________________________

How would the Galatian believers know which was the true gospel
between Paul’s gospel and the gospel of the circumcision group? How
can we as believers today discern whether a gospel is the genuine gospel
or no gospel at all?
The questions that need to be answered are as follows:
 Is the gospel-bearer commissioned by God or self-appointed?
 Is the gospel man-made or did it originate from Christ?
 Has the gospel impacted the one who presumes to speak for Christ?
 What are the demands of the gospel on its hearers?
 What does the gospel promise to deliver for the believer?
These are some of the questions the apostle addresses in this section.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 1:11-24
1.

What is the origin of Paul’s gospel? 1:11-12

2.

What characterised Paul’s life in the past? 1:13-14

3.

What happened in Paul’s life to radically change his old way of
living? 1:15-16a

4.

What was Paul’s commission and who commissioned him? 1:16;
Acts 9:15
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5.

Where and from whom did Paul learn his gospel? 1:16b-17, 4:25

6.

Why do you think Paul went up to Jerusalem to see Peter and stay
with him for fifteen days? Who was the only other person he saw
and why does he mention all these details? 1:18-19

7.

Why does he emphasise this fact by uttering an oath? 1:20

8.

Why does he give details of his whereabouts and emphasise the
fact that he was unknown to the Judean churches? 1:21-22

9.

What was the only knowledge of Paul the Judean churches received
and what was their reaction? 1:23-24

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

Is Judaism the same as the faith of the OT saints? 1:14

2.

Where and why did Paul go to Arabia? 1:17, 4:25

3.

Who went there before and whom did they meet? 1 Kings 19:8-9;
Exodus 3:1
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Galatians
Only one Gospel
Introduction

__________________________________

Paul resided and worked in Damascus for three years before he briefly
went to Jerusalem on a fifteen day visit to meet Peter (1:18). Fourteen
years after this initial visit, Paul returned to Jerusalem in response to a
revelation he had received (2:1). The purpose was to clearly explain the
gospel that he was preaching to the Gentiles and also to respond to some
false teachers from Jerusalem who had infiltrated the church at Antioch
and was causing trouble. The events described in Galatians 2:1-10
probably happened after the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15:1-29.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 2:1-10
1.

Why did Paul go on this second visit to Jerusalem and whom did he
meet with? 2:1-2

2.

What did Paul mean by fear of running his race in vain? 1:2b

3.

During Paul’s second visit to Jerusalem he was accompanied with
Titus. What was significant about Titus? 2:3-4

4.

Why was the fact that Titus was uncircumcised a serious problem
in the mind of the ‘false brothers’? 2:4

5.

How did Paul, Barnabas and Titus respond to this pressure? 2:5
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6.

What was Paul determined to do, despite any possible contrary
decision from the leaders in Jerusalem? Why was this so important?
2:6

7.

What did the leaders of the Jerusalem church understand? 2:7-8

8.

What satisfied the leaders of the church in Jerusalem and what did
they recognise? How did they respond to Paul and Barnabas? 2:9

9.

What was their only requirement of the church in Syria? 2:10

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

Why did Paul stress that his second visit to Jerusalem was fourteen
years after the first? 2:1

2.

What was the difference between Paul’s gospel and Peter’s gospel?
Acts 2:22-36; Acts 10:34-48; Acts 17:22-31

3.

Do externals add anything to the gospel? Apart from circumcision,
which other externals can you think of that may hinder the advance
of the gospel?
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Galatians
The Clash in Antioch
Introduction

__________________________________

A little while after Paul’s Jerusalem visit (2:1-10), the apostle Peter visited
the church in Antioch. During this visit, Paul confronted Peter publically,
which was quite a bold step. The reason for this was because Peter
withdrew from table fellowship with the Gentile believers. This withdrawal
was caused by pressure from the circumcision group, the so-called
Judaizers. It is possible that these false brothers wanted to use this
disagreement in the hope of driving a wedge between Peter and Paul.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 1:11-16
1.

What caused Paul’s clash with Peter? Was Paul a man who was not
willing to accept authority? 2:11-12

2.

What was Peter demonstrating by his actions? 2:12
Why was Peter’s actions so serious considering Paul’s argument in
2:4-5?

3.

What is so dangerous about this kind of religious practice? 2:13

4.

What was at the heart of the matter Paul confronted Peter with? 2:14
What was so hypocritical about Peter’s actions? 2:14b

5.

What does it mean to be a Jew by birth and not ‘a Gentile sinner’?
2:15
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6.

What is a definition of justification, and how is a sinner justified?
2:16

7.

What was the problem with observing the Law for the purpose of
justification? 2:16b

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

What kind of human practices and / or demands are added to the
true gospel that in the end will diminish the gospel?

2.

When works-based additions are made to the gospel, is this still the
gospel or another gospel? 1:8-9
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Galatians
Justification by Faith Alone
Introduction

__________________________________

With regard to our position in Christ, Augustine commented that the
believer by faith was at the same time both justified, as well as still being
a sinner. In Latin: Simul justus et peccator.
Though we as believers do still sin, we have received a new legal status
on the basis of the work of Christ, a forensic justification. This means that
our guilt had been removed (2 Corinthians 5:21).
The Council of Trent was convened to counter the Reformation idea of
justification by faith alone. There it was decided amongst other things
the following:
"If anyone says, that by faith alone the impious is justified; in such wise
as to mean, that nothing else is required to co-operate in order to the
obtaining the grace of justification, and that it is not in any way
necessary, that he be prepared and disposed by the movement of his own
will; let him be anathema." Canon 9.
For more of the Council of Trent’s decisions, note Appendix A.
What is the gospel’s verdict regarding this matter?

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 1:17-21
Note: Answer questions from the text.
1.

What is a common works-based argument against justification by
faith alone? 2:17

2.

Does ‘justification by faith alone through the work of Christ alone’
stand in opposition to the moral law of God? 2:17b
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3.

What is the logic of the argument: ‘If I rebuild what I destroyed I
prove that I am a law-breaker’? 2:18

4.

How does one ‘die through the law to the law to live for God’? 2:19

5.

In what manner is the Christian crucified with Christ? 2:20
Romans 6:1-7

6.

How do I recognise a life lived by faith in the Son of God? 2:20b
2 Corinthians 13:5

7.

What must the Christian never attempt to do? 2:21

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

What does Paul mean when he writes the sting of death is sin and
the power of sin is the Law? 1 Corinthians 15:55-57

2.

How was the sting of death and the power of sin broken?
1 Corinthians 15:55-56; Colossians 2:13-14

3.

What does the substitutionary death of Christ mean for me?
2 Corinthians 5:21
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Galatians
The Folly of the Galatians
Introduction

__________________________________

Paul mentioned the effect of the teaching of the false brothers, those of
the circumcision group, and their insidious influence on the freedom of the
Galatians and even over Peter and Barnabas.
However, their greatest detrimental effect was on the gospel itself and the
understanding of justification by faith alone. Paul then launched into an
explanation of the gospel, which offers a perfect righteousness, which is
God’s very own, and which is obtainable by trusting in the promises of
God, and not by observance of the law.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 3:1-9
1.

What happened to the foolish Galatians? Twice Paul calls them
foolish. Why does Paul state that ‘before your very eyes, Jesus
Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified’? 3:1, 3

2.

How did the Galatian believers receive the Holy Spirit? Was it by
observing the law? What does it mean to receive the Holy Spirit?
3:2

3.

After beginning with the Spirit, where were they now going wrong?
3:3

4.

How and why did the Galatians suffer? 3:4; Acts 13:45, 50; Acts
14:2, 5, 19; 2 Corinthians 1:8-9
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5.

Why does God gift human beings with the Holy Spirit and work
miracles among them? Is it because of their observance of the law?
3:5

6.

How was Abraham’s faith credited to him as righteousness? 3:6

7.

How can you become a child of Abraham? That is, to receive the
righteousness of God and to become like Abraham. 3:7

8.

What was the form of the gospel announced to Abraham in Holy
Scripture? 3:8 Genesis 12:3; 18:18; 22:18

9.

Who are the people of the nations whom God will bless? 3: 9

Reflection & Application __________________________
Have you received the Holy Spirit and if so have you experienced
miracles?
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Galatians
The Alternative of Faith and Works
Introduction

__________________________________

There are only two ways of hoping to gain righteousness before God.
 Either you receive righteousness as a gracious gift through your
trust in the promises of God as presented in the gospel.
 Or you attempt to attain righteousness by your own effort, which is
what all the religions of the world attempt to do.
There is a huge difference between the obedience which always
accompanies faith and the attempt to earn or add to your salvation through
the merit of your own works.
The Reformers said: We are saved by grace alone, but the grace that
saves is never alone.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 3:10-14
1.

Why is attempting to earn right standing before God by observing
the Law so dangerous? 3:10; Romans 3:20

2.

What is the only way by which someone can receive justification?
3:11

3.

What is the connection between 3:6 (a quote from Genesis 15:6)
and 3:11 (a quote from Habakkuk 2:4)?

4.

What happens when you rely on your own ability to observe the law
for justification? 3:12; Leviticus 18:5; Matthew 5:48.

17

5.

What did Christ come and do for us? 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:23
2 Corinthians 5:21; Colossians 2:13-14

6.

How did he fulfil the promise to Abraham? 3:14; Isaiah 44:3-5

Reflection & Application __________________________
What is God’s answer to evil? Habakkuk 2:3-4
1:

______________
Though he lingers, wait for it; he will certainly come and he will not
delay. Habakkuk 2:3

2:

______________
The righteous by his faith shall live. Habakkuk 2:4
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Galatians
Abraham, Moses and Christ
Introduction

__________________________________

The Law or the Sinai Covenant is a temporary arrangement, historically
placed between the promise to Abraham 3:15-18 and the fulfilment of the
promise 3:19-25.
 The Promise to Abraham.
Genesis 12:1-7
 The Sinai Covenant.
Exodus, Deuteronomy
 The Fulfilment of the Promise.
2 Corinthians 1:20
The Law is not equivalent to the 10 commandments, although the Law
includes them.
The Sinai Covenant (the Law) was given 430 years after the Abrahamic
Covenant and approximately 1500 years before the fulfilment of the
promise through Christ in the New Covenant.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 3:15-22
1.

A covenant is a binding agreement between two parties. Give an
example of such a covenant. 3:15 Can you simply ignore the
covenant stipulations as agreed between two human parties?

2.

The promises of God were made to Abraham and to his ‘seed’.
Through ‘Abraham’s seed’ all the nations of the earth would be
blessed. 3:16a; Genesis 3:15; Genesis 12:3, 7; Genesis 13:15;
Genesis 22:18. Is the word ‘seed’ singular or plural?

3.

Who is the promised Seed of Abraham and why are all the nations
blessed through him? 3:16b Matthew 1:2, 16; 2 Corinthians 5:21
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4.

The law or the Sinai covenant was introduced 430 years later. Does
that negate the promises of God to Abraham? What is the
connection between a promise and a covenant? 3:17

5.

Does the inheritance God promised Abraham depend on Law or
upon Promise? Does it depend on works or upon grace? 3:18

6.

What is the purpose of the Law? 3:19-20

7.

Why is the Law not opposed to the promises of God? 3:21

8.

How were the promises fulfilled? 3:22; 2 Corinthians 1:20

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

Are you sure of the differences between the Abrahamic, Sinai and
New Covenant? Look at Appendix B.

2.

The time elapsed from the promise given to Abraham to the
receiving of the Law at Mount Sinai was 430 years. 3:16-17.
Is this a problem, as many Christians believe the Israelites were
enslaved in Egypt for 400 years? Cf. Genesis 15:13; Exodus 12:40
(as in the LXX).

Please note: For a more exact breakdown of the 430 year timeline
showing the dates from God’s promise to Abraham to the Exodus
and the Sinai Covenant, have a look at Appendix C.
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Galatians
Under the Law and in Christ
Introduction

__________________________________

The Sinai Covenant or the Law was valid for an interim period between
the promises to Abraham and the fulfilment in Christ, the promised Seed
of Abraham (2 Corinthians 1:20).
The Law acted as a supervisor or a child-minder. The Greek word
paidogogos is used for a slave charged with the supervision of children.
When Christ came, many parts of the Sinai Covenant were fulfilled, for
example circumcision, the sacrifices, the priesthood and the tabernacle.
The 10 commandments are still applicable and are now written on our
hearts.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 3:22-29
1.

The Scripture declares that all human beings are prisoners of sin.
What does the gospel offer? 3:22

2.

In what way were all, i.e. Paul, the Galatians and we ourselves held
prisoners by the law, before the gospel came? 3:23

3.

The law was put in charge and acted as a child–minder or
paidogogos, to lead us to Christ to be justified by faith. What does
this mean? 3:24

4.

What changed when faith in Jesus Christ came? 3:25
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5.

When we are no longer under supervision, what is our new status?
3:26

6.

How is one baptised into Christ Jesus? Is Paul speaking of water
baptism? 3:27; 1 Corinthians 12:13; Titus 3:4-7

7.

In what manner are we clothed with Christ? 3:27 Isaiah 61:10;
Zechariah 3:3-4

8.

In the gospel, what is the difference in status between Jew or Greek,
male or female, and slave or free? Why does he mention this? 3:28

9.

How was the promise to Abraham, that all the nations of the world
would be blessed through his seed, fulfilled to us?

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

How is the modern gospel presentation diminished? What essential
part is left out?

2.

Does 3:28 mean that all differences between cultures, genders and
status has been removed? For example should women be able to
be elders and preachers?
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Galatians
Once Slaves, but now Sons
Introduction

__________________________________

The believer’s new status is that he or she has become a son of God
through faith in Christ Jesus, and had been baptised into Christ by
the Holy Spirit (3:26-27).
The first metaphor in 4:1-11 explains the implications of full sonship, in
contrast to being a child under guardianship.
The second metaphor in 4:1-11 describes the setting free from the slavery
to false gods as well as to the basic principles of this world and instead
receiving the full rights of sons.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 4:1-11
1.

The child or heir of the owner will one day inherit the whole estate.
But what rights does he have when he is still a child? 4:1

2.

What are the limitations set upon him? 4:2

Note: The idea of guardianship over a child is a simile to explain the
believer’s relationship to the Kingdom under the Sinai Covenant.
3.

What were the Galatian believers once in slavery to? What was Paul
referring to, as the Galatians did not have the Law (Sinai Covenant)?
4:3; Colossians 2:8.

4.

What happened at the fullness of time? What did the Son of God do
for those under the Law? 4:4-5a
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5.

In what way were the Galatians formerly also under the Law? 4:5;
Romans 2:14-15; Colossians 2:13-14

6.

What guarantee is given to the redeemed, so that they may know
that they are sons? If a person is a son what is that person able to
do? 4:6; Romans 8:14-16

7.

What is our new status? What are the implications of being a son?
4:7; Romans 8:17

8.

Why did they formerly not know God and were slaves to false gods?
4:8; Jeremiah 2:11; 5:7; Psalm 96:5; 106:37

9.

Why would circumcision and keeping special holy days enslave
them all over again? 4:9-10

10.

Why is Paul so upset? 4:11

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

What is the difference between the Sinai Covenant and the New
Covenant? Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 36:25-27, Joel 2:28-29

2.

How were people saved under the Sinai Covenant if Christ had not
yet come? Did they remain slaves?
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Galatians
The Futility of External Religion
Introduction

__________________________________

The danger for the Galatians was that they were turning back to weak and
miserable principles of worldly thinking (4:3, 9) to achieve their salvation.
They were in danger of giving up on the freedom they had in Christ and
to be enslaved all over again. This led to great despair for Paul who had
suffered much in Galatia for the sake of the gospel.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 4:12-20
1.

What is meant by become like me, for I became like you? And
you have done me no wrong? 4:12, 1 Corinthians 9:22

2.

Although Paul suffered from an illness, probably an eye-sickness
which was a severe trail for the Galatians, in what manner did the
Galatians treat Paul initially? 4:13-15

3.

What had changed so as to steal their joy? They seemed to view
Paul in a distrustful manner. 4:15-16

4.

Who had influenced the Galatians negatively and what was the
reason? 4:17

5.

Is zeal something to be desired or not? 4:18

25

6.

What does it mean to be in the pains of childbirth until Christ is
formed in you? 4:19-20

Reflection & Application __________________________
1.

Which kind of demands are often placed upon the behaviour and
actions of people by religious leaders and teachers supposedly to
gain God’s favour?

2.

Is this how the gospel works? Ephesians 2:10; James 2:14-26

3.

What are good works meant for? 2 Corinthians 13:5; Matthew 25:3146
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Galatians
Isaac and Ishmael
Introduction __________________________________
In his next argument, Paul used Abraham’s two sons as an illustration and
figurative application, to clearly demonstrate the difference and contrast
between:
 promise vs. law,
 slavery vs. freedom,
 Sarah vs. Hagar,
 Isaac vs. Ishmael, and
 the earthly vs. the heavenly Jerusalem.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 4:21-31
1.

What does the Law, in this case, the book of Genesis, teach us
about Abraham’s two sons? 4:21-22

2.

What was the difference in their manner of birth? What did Abraham
do to receive these two sons? 4:23

3.

What are the two women and their sons figurative of? 4:24

4.

What kind of children does the Sinai Covenant bear? What does this
mean for a works-based attempt at salvation? 4:24b-25
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5.

Why does he compare Hagar, the slave woman, with the earthly
Jerusalem? How would the circumcision-group have appreciated
such a comparison? 4:25

6.

To which Jerusalem do the children of the promise and the children
of the free woman belong? 4:26

7.

What is the context of the reference to Isaiah 54:1 speaking of the
many children of the barren woman and what does it mean? 4:27

8.

Who were the Galatian believers supposed to be like and what were
they doing instead? 4:28

9.

In what manner did the son born in the ordinary way persecute the
son born by the power of the Spirit? 4:29, Genesis 21:9

10.

Figuratively, what does the Scripture command us to do with the
slave woman’s son? 4:30, Genesis 21:10

11.

What should the Galatian believers be absolutely sure of?

Reflection & Application __________________________
What disadvantage did the believers have under the Sinai Covenant and
why was it seen as slavery at the time of the Galatian letter?
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Galatians
Freedom from Ritual
Introduction

__________________________________

The true gospel offers freedom, whereas the counterfeit gospel lays
burdens on people and produces slaves. Christ came to remove the
burdens placed on us by religion and to set us free (Matthew 11:28-30).
Living under the demands of the law keeps people in bondage. This is
similar to when a child is subject to a child-minder when still under age
(4:2).

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 5:1-6
1.

What were the Galatians in danger of doing? 5:1-2a

2.

If they accepted circumcision, why would Christ be of no value to
them at all? 5:2b

3.

Why would such a person be obligated to keep the whole Law? Must
we not obey the law anyway? 5:3; Matthew 5:48; 2 Corinthians 5:17

4.

Why is an attempt at justification by law an alienation from Christ,
a falling away from grace? 5:4

5.

How does the believer attain righteousness? 5:5; Ephesians 2:8;
2 Corinthians 5:21
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6.

What does Paul mean by ‘In Christ neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision has any value…’? And also ‘the thing that counts is
faith expressing itself through love…’? 5:6

Reflection & Application __________________________
Why do we care about circumcision? Can we not just skip over this
passage, as no-one requires circumcision of Gentile believers today?
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Galatians
Freedom from Legalists
Introduction

__________________________________

An athlete runs to win or complete a race. Sometimes another athlete with
ill intentions may cut in in front of the runner. This may cause him to
stumble and fall, or to slow down, or even give up running altogether.
This is a serious matter when applied to the Christian faith. False teachers
may place burdens or enquirers or new believers, causing them to
stumble, give up or suffer harm.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 5:7-12
1.

The Galatians were running a good spiritual race, however, as in a
physical race, someone can cut in on an athlete. Likewise there
were those who cut in on the believers in the Galatian churches.
What was the result? 5:7

2.

What is the effect of the seemingly insignificant change of thinking?
5:8-9

3.

What is Paul’s hope for the Galatian believers? 5:10

4.

What will be the price for the one who leads others astray by a false
gospel? 5:10; Matthew 18:6-7
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5.

Was Paul preaching circumcision, or the gospel of freedom in
Christ? What does he mean by: ‘In that case the offence of the cross
has been abolished’? 5:11

6.

How strongly did Paul feel about the plan of the agitators? 5:12

Reflection & Application __________________________
Is Paul’s wish for emasculation meant to be literal? Is this not an
unchristian way of thinking? 5:12, Matthew 18: 6-7
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Galatians
Freedom in the Spirit
Introduction

__________________________________

The accusation was surely made against Paul that:
 he was against the law.
 freedom from the law meant freedom to indulge in sin.
 the implications of gospel of grace meant that if you are saved by
grace alone, then you could live without fear of any consequences of
sin.
Was this a true assessment of the message and effect of the gospel?

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 5:13-25
1.

Does freedom mean the freedom to sin? What is the freedom from?
Is Paul’s teaching on freedom against God’s moral Law? What is
law-breaking essentially against? 5:13

2.

What is meant by the entire law is summed up by a single
command to ‘love your neighbour as yourself’? 5:14-15; John
13:34-35

3.

What is the result of the absence of love? 5:15

4.

What will change if the Holy Spirit is present in someone’s life?
5:16; 2 Corinthians 13:5
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5.

What is the relations between the sinful nature and the Spirit? 5:17
Romans 7:14-25

6.

What does it mean to be led by the Spirit and not being under law?
5:18

7.

What obvious acts characterise the sinful nature or flesh? 5:19-21

8.

Does Christian freedom therefore mean you can live like this and
enter the Kingdom? 5:21b

9.

What is the fruit of the Spirit? 5:22-23

Reflection & Application __________________________
What must characterise your life if you belong to Christ? 5:24-25
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Galatians
Wholesome Christian Relationships
Introduction

__________________________________

What you will reap you will sow (6:7). He who sows the wind will reap the
whirlwind (Hosea 8:7). If you sow in envy, jealousy or selfish ambition, you
will reap a bitter harvest (5:20-21).
If you sow in love care and concern, you will experience God’s blessing
upon your relationships (5:22-23). You may sow in tears, but ultimately
the Lord will bless you (Psalm 126:5-6).

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 5:26-6:10
1.

What is the result of a conceited attitude? 5:26

2.

How are believers supposed to act when someone is caught in a
sin? What must the believer be careful of? Give some examples. 6:1

3.

How must believers act towards other believers? 6:2; John 13:34;
John 15:12

4.

What must our attitude be towards ourselves? 6:3

5.

Must we compare our own actions with the actions of other
believers? 6:4-5
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6.

What must the believer’s attitude and action be towards his teacher?
6:6

7.

Can a believer get away with the wrong attitude in ministry or the
Christian life? 6:7

8.

What will the harvest be, according to what we sow? 6:8

9.

What if it seems that there is no harvest? 6:9; Psalm 126:5-6

10.

So what can we conclude when the opportunity to do good
presents itself? 6:10

Reflection & Application __________________________
Have you considered the result of the actions we as Christians often
take? James 3:13-18
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Galatians
The Heart of the Christian Religion
Introduction

__________________________________

What is the essence of the Christian religion? Is it to attempt to achieve
salvation by our own effort and good works?
Or is it to live by grace from the Lord Jesus Christ who gave himself to set
us free?
Let us see what this passage teaches us about the essence of the
Christian faith.

Study Questions _______________________________
Note: Answer questions from the text.
Read Galatians 6:11-18
1.

What does Paul mean by writing in large letters with his own
hand? 6:11

2.

What was the two-fold aim of those from the circumcision group?
6:12

3.

What was so farcical about their boasting? 6:13

4.

What is the only thing the Christian may boast about? 6:14

5.

What does it mean, neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything and what counts is a new creation? 6:15
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6.

What rule must one follow to be the Israel of God? 6:16; John 6:2829; Titus 3:3-7

7.

What marks of Jesus does Paul bear on his body? 6:17

8.

What do the benediction and final greeting speak of and why does
Paul end like this? 6:18

Reflection & Application __________________________
What do you think is the most important concept we must get from these
verses? 6:11-18
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Galatians
The Letter to the Galatians
Conclusion

__________________________________

No other Gospel!
There is no doubt what Paul’s main argument is in this letter. There is no
other gospel by which man can be saved than the gospel of grace. This
grace is unmerited and available by faith, i.e. trust in the finished work of
Christ. Obedience to this gospel leads to freedom. Anyone who would
attempt to introduce another gospel are and will be eternally damned (1:89).
What does this mean in simple terms?
Faith vs. Works: The gospel is based on promises and not human works.
The gospel delivers freedom whereas works lead to slavery. This is clearly
demonstrated by the example of Hagar and Sarah. When Abraham
attempted to fulfil God’s promise by his own works it lead to heartache
and disaster. The same is true for the present city of Jerusalem, which is
in bondage with her children.
When Abraham believed the promises of God, this was credited to him as
righteousness (3:6). This led to blessing for the nations (3:8). The people
of faith are citizens of a New Jerusalem that is above, that is free and she
is our mother (4:25-26).
The Work of Christ: The promised seed of Abraham through whom all
nations would be blessed was Christ (3:16). All who were baptised into
Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ (3:27). Those who believe are
the true children of Abraham, not those who are circumcised (3:29). As far
as salvation is concerned, there is nothing to boast about except boasting
in the work of Christ (6:14).
Application: Do not let any religious leader or teacher bring you another
gospel and lead you into slavery. Any other gospel is centred on the flesh
and the deeds of the flesh or the sinful nature are clear and ultimately
leads to death (5:20-21; 6:8a).
The true gospel of freedom in the Spirit leads to the fruit of the Spirit which
ultimately leads to eternal life (5:22-23; 6:8b).
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