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                                                Good Lives 
Introduction                                      

 

1 Peter 2vs11-12 serves as an introduction to a collection of practical 
instructions about Christian living. These cover a number of aspects of 
daily life, in particular our attitude to the secular authorities (2vs13-18), the 
relationship between slaves and masters (i.e. work relationships) (2vs18-
25) and the relationship between husbands and wives (3vs1-7). Of course, 
these are complex areas of life and one does not expect these texts to say 
everything that can be said. This is where our introductory verses become 
so important, for they give us the context within which the later verses 
should be understood.  What Peter is primarily concerned about in what 
follows, is our witness as believers before a watching world. We are to live 
good lives so that those who are watching us may be won over to the Lord 
and so give glory to Him on the day of His visitation (the day of 
judgement). This gospel motivation is a strong incentive to behave in ways 
which are different from the world and contrary to our natural instincts.     

At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key 
questions from the text. 

 What does it mean to live a good life? 

 What should motivate Christians when it comes to our daily lives? 

 

Read 1Peter 2vs11-3vs7 

 Observe:   

1. The description of Christians as ‘aliens and strangers in the world’ 

2. The battle for the soul described in 2vs11 

3. The call to live good lives and to do good deeds 

4. Peter’s description of what the authorities are meant to do 

5. Our obligation to those in authority  

6. The call to follow Christ’s example of sacrificial service 

7. The call to humble reverence and inner beauty for women 

8. The call to considerate respect for men 

9. The gospel motivation behind the call to a different way of life 
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Study 



?Think:  

 
1. What is the main struggle that we face as we live in the world? 

 
 
 

2. What role do our choices have within this struggle? 
 
 
 

3. What value comes from living good lives? 
 
 
 

4. How should Christians relate to those in authority? Why? 
 

 
 

5. How does this affect our view of freedom?   
 

 
 

6. How should Christ’s example shape our response to unfair 
treatment? What does this mean in practice? 

 
 
 
 

7. How does Peter’s teaching shape the relationship between husbands 
and wives? What particular situation is in view here? 

 
 
 
 
 

! Understand / Apply  

 
1. What answers can you give to our key questions? 


