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Introduction                                      

 

In 1 Peter 2vs3-10 we move once more from command to description, 
from our responsibility as Christians to the wonderful privilege that is ours 
through Jesus Christ. Peter uses two familiar Old Testament ideas as 
metaphors to describe Christians. First, Christians are the temple of the 
Lord and a holy priesthood (1 Peter 2vs4-8). Second, Christians are the 
people of God, heirs of the privileges and responsibilities that belonged to 
Ancient Israel. At the heart of both of these descriptions is the work that 
God has done in Jesus Christ. Christ is the precious cornerstone, the new 
place where God can be met and known. For some of course, the idea 
that God can be known only in and through Christ is unacceptable and as 
a result they reject God’s chosen stone (2vs7). The consequence of this is 
that they themselves will be rejected and stumble (in the original a 
reference to a fatal trip). By contrast those who accept the cornerstone 
that God has provided (2vs4) will never be ashamed and have a firm 
foundation for a lasting relationship with God (2vs6). 

In the second metaphor, Peter applies Exodus 19vs1-6 to Christians 
reminding them that they now belong to God because of His mercy in 
Christ. Consequently they are called to declare the praises of God who 
called them out of darkness and into light. What that means in practice is 
the subject of the rest of Peter’s letter.   

At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key 
questions from the text. 

 What does it mean for Christians to be God’s temple? 

 What does it mean for Christians to be God’s people? 

 

Read 1Peter 2vs4-10 

 Observe:   

1. The reference to Christ as the ‘living Stone’ and ‘cornerstone’ 

2. The reference to Christians as a spiritual house and holy priesthood 

3. The reference to spiritual sacrifices 

4. The contrast between those who accept and those who reject Christ, 
God’s chosen and precious cornerstone. 

5. The reference to Christians as the people of God 
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6. The description of what it means to be God’s people 

7. The responsibility that Christians have to offer spiritual sacrifices and 
to declare the praises of God 

?Think:  

 
1. How does Peter show that Christ is the new temple? 

 
 
 
 

2. In what way do Christians become the temple of God? 
 
 
 
 

3. What does it mean for Christians to be a holy priesthood? 
 
 
 
 

4. In what way does the coming of Jesus divide humankind?  
 
 
 
 

5. How does someone become one of God’s people? 
 

 
 
 

6. What does it mean to be a member of the people of God? 
 
 
 
 

! Understand / Apply  

 
1. What answers can you give to our key questions? 


