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A Holy Calling
Introduction
In this and the following study we turn our attention to Peter’s exhortation
to his readers to respond appropriately to the great spiritual privileges
which are theirs and which have been described in 1 Peter 1vs3-12.
Although the NIV translation has more, there are five clear commands in
the original text, each of which is qualified and explained by the
surrounding text. The commands are: ‘set your hope fully on the grace
that will be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed’ (1vs13), ‘be holy in
all you do’ (1vs15), ‘live your lives as strangers with reverent fear’ (1vs17),
‘love one another deeply from the heart’ (1vs22) and ‘crave the pure milk
of the word’ (2vs2). In 1 Peter 2vs4-10 these commands are followed by a
series of statements, once again describing our privileges as Christians.
Thus the five commands are clearly set within the context of God’s grace,
reminding us that they are responses to grace and not attempts to merit
grace from God. In this present study we will focus our attention on the
first three commands found in 1 Peter 1vs13-21.
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
question from the text.
 What does it mean for us to live holy lives?
Read 1Peter 1vs13-21

Observe:
1. The three commands as mentioned above (1 Peter 1vs13,15,17)
2. The call for clear and sober mindedness
3. The description of holiness as a determination not to conform to the
desires which characterised our ignorance
4. God’s holiness as the incentive for our holiness
5. The reference to Christians as obedient children
6. The reference to God as our Father and Christ as our redeemer
7. The value of our redemption
8. The time factor in Christ being chosen and revealed
9. Faith in God as the outcome of our redemption

?Think:
1. What connection does clear and sober-mindedness have with setting
our hope on the grace that will be revealed?

2. In what way are holiness and non-conformity connected?

3. What obstacles do we face in our efforts to be holy? What motivation
do we have?

4. Why should we live our lives here in reverent fear? (2 reasons)

5. How can our pre-Christian life be described? What difference does
becoming a Christian make?

6. What was God’s plan and purpose for Christ? What result does
Christ’s revelation in the last times have for Christians?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answers can you give to our key question?

