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A Great Salvation
Introduction
In 1 Peter 1vs9, Peter describes the goal of our faith as “the salvation of
our souls.” In the following paragraph (1 Peter 1vs10-12) he describes this
salvation as ‘future grace’ (vs10) and shows that this salvation, announced
in the gospel, was predicted beforehand by the Old Testament prophets. 1
Peter 1vs10-12 thus provides us with one of the great New Testament
descriptions of the fundamental unity of the Bible’s message, a unity which
comes about because both the prophetic message and the gospel word
were inspired by the Holy Spirit (1 Peter 1vs12 – also called the Spirit of
Christ in vs10.) At the heart of both the prophetic word and the gospel we
find what Peter calls “the suffering of the Christ and the glories that would
follow” – events that the gospel identifies with the death, resurrection,
ascension and return of Jesus. It is upon these events that all salvation is
based.
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
question from the text.
 What is the focal point of the Bible’s message?
 Why should we view the Bible’s message as authoritative?
Read 1Peter 1vs10-12

Observe:
1. Peter’s identification of salvation as “the grace that was to come”
2. The fact that the prophets’ message was not for themselves but for a
later generation
3. The focus of the prophets’ careful and intent search
4. The reference to the Spirit of Christ within the prophets
5. The reference to the sufferings of the Christ and the glories that
would follow as the content of prophetic preaching
6. The order of ‘suffering’ and subsequent glory
7. The link between the things spoken by the prophets and the
message of the gospel
8. The fact that the gospel is preached “by the Holy Spirit”

?Think:
1. What, according to Peter, was the content of the prophetic message?
(3 things to note – 1 Peter 1vs10-11)

2. What were the prophets searching to find out?

3. What does Peter mean when he speaks about the Spirit of Christ in
the prophets?

4. What was revealed to the prophets?

5. What difference and similarity is there between the prophetic word
and the gospel?

6. What statements by Peter underline the authority and wonder of the
gospel message?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answers can you give to our key questions?

