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A Living Hope
Introduction
In this study we turn our attention to 1 Peter 1vs3-9, Peter’s magnificent
description of the ‘living hope’ which all believers in the Lord Jesus enjoy.
This hope is ours, not because of anything that we have done, but by
God’s very great mercy in giving us new birth (1 Peter 1vs3). As we would
expect, this mercy from God comes to us through our Lord Jesus Christ, in
this case through His resurrection from the dead.
Peter then goes on to describe the nature of this hope in terms closely
related to God’s promise to Ancient Israel. Israel were promised a land as
inheritance, a land which they were to take by faith and which could be
lost if they turned away from God in unbelief. By contrast our inheritance
as Christians is kept secure for us and can never be lost. Nor can we be
lost, for our faith is sustained by God’s power. In Peter’s words (1 Peter
1vs4-5), our inheritance is ‘kept’ for us and we in turn are ‘kept’ for our
inheritance. It is this assurance of salvation which gives us great joy and
which sustains us in the midst of the various trials which come across our
path. Even in these, God is at work in our lives, refining and strengthening
our faith. As Christians then, we live our lives by faith in and with love for
the ‘unseen Saviour’ and with joyful hope for the future.
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
questions from the text.
 What is the living hope that Christians enjoy?
 What is the basis of Christian assurance?
 What role does faith have in the Christian life?
Read 1Peter 1vs3-9

Observe:
1. Peter’s identification of God as the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
2. Peter’s description of the Christian hope as a ‘living hope’
3. The place of faith in the Christian life
4. God’s keeping power and the assurance it gives
5. The reality of trials as part of the normal Christian life
6. The purpose of trials

7. The contrast between grief and joy, and faith and sight
8. The outcome of persevering faith

?Think:
1. What lies behind God’s gift of the new birth?

2. By what means has this new birth come to Christians?

3. On what grounds can the Christian hope be described as a living
hope?

4. How can we be sure of our future salvation?

5. What purpose do trials fulfil within the lives of God’s people?

6. How does Peter describe authentic Christian experience in 1 Peter
1vs8-9?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answers can you give to our key questions?

