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Chosen by God
Introduction
Like most of the New Testament letters, 1 Peter begins and ends in typical
1st century fashion. The letter begins (1 Peter 1vs1-2) by specifying the
author (Peter), the recipients (Christians living in Roman Asia Minor) and
expressing a greeting (grace and peace). It ends (1 Peter 5vs12-14) with a
commendation of the author (Peter / Silas), an expression of the purpose
in writing (stand firm) and final greetings (greetings and peace). And like
other New Testament letters, this conventional greeting and conclusion is
expanded to highlight key ideas which are important for our understanding
of the letter as a whole. It is to these ‘theological expansions’ that we want
to turn our attention in this first study.
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
questions from the text.
 What does it mean for Christians to be God’s elect?
 What relationship do Christians have with the world?
 What is the purpose of 1 Peter?
Read 1Peter 1vs1-2; 1 Peter 5vs12-14

Observe:
1. Peter’s description of Christians as God’s elect
2. Peter’s description of Christians as ‘strangers in the world’
3. The location of the Christians to whom Peter is writing
4. The description of the reason, means and purpose of our election in 1
Peter 1vs2.
5. The references to grace and peace in 1 Peter 1vs2 and 1 Peter
5vs12-14
6. The words encouraging and testifying in 1 Peter 5vs12
7. The appeal to stand firm in 1 Peter 5vs12

?Think:
1. On what basis are Christians ‘chosen by God’? What does the word
foreknowledge mean in this context? (see also Acts 2vs23)

2. Our eternal election is applied ‘in time’ by the work of the Holy Spirit
– in what way does this happen?

3. What is the purpose of our election according to 1 Peter 1vs2?

4. Read Exodus 24vs1-8. What light does this cast on Peter’s
description of our election by God? What point is Peter making?

5. What effect does our election have on our relationship with the
world? Why?

6. What does 1 Peter 5vs12 teach us about Peter’s purpose in writing
his letter?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answers can you give to our key questions?

2. What has this passage taught you about the privilege and challenge
of being a Christian?

