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Firm and Steadfast
Introduction
In this final study we turn our attention to 1 Peter 5vs1-11, Peter’s closing
appeal and exhortation to his readers. The appeal begins with words to
the elders, those whose task it was to shepherd the flock through the trials
and tribulations of life in a hostile world. Such a task must have been a
daunting one, especially as leaders could well become a target in times of
persecution. And so Peter urges the elders to accept their calling and
responsibility as from the Lord and to conduct themselves in a manner
which was true to His example. He next addresses the younger men
urging them to be humble toward, rather than impatient with, those who
are over them in the Lord. Finally, he addresses the congregation as a
whole, urging them to be humble in their dealings with each other and to
stand firm in the face of the devil’s onslaught against their faith. This
appeal to steadfastness is accompanied by a promise – a promise of
Divine help in the midst of the trial and Divine deliverance at its end.
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
questions from the text.
 What encouragement do we have to stand firm in our faith?
 What resources has God given us to help us stand firm?
Read 1Peter 5vs1-11

Observe:
1. Peter’s description of himself as a fellow elder and witness of Christ’s
sufferings
2. The description of what the shepherds should and should not be in
5vs2-3
3. The description of Christ as the Chief Shepherd and the flock as
God’s flock
4. The promise made to the elders
5. The call for humility
6. The invitation to cast our cares upon the Lord who cares for us
7. The call to stand firm and to resist the devil

8. The call for self-control, clear mindedness and steadfastness
9. The promise of strength and restoration from the Lord

?Think:
1. What perspective should govern the ministry of the elders?

2. How will this perspective affect the way in which the elders conduct
themselves?

3. Why is humility important?

4. What should we do when we are overcome with anxiety? Why?

5. What can we do to stand firm in the faith?

6. What promise does God give to His suffering people?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answer can you give to our key questions?

