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Glory to God
Introduction
In 1 Peter 4vs7, Peter reminded his readers that ‘the end of all things is
near’. This reminder was designed to encourage them to keep on living in
obedience to God’s will and for God’s glory, even when faced with
misunderstanding and opposition. In the following section (1 Peter 4vs811) Peter returns to the subject of brotherly love and mutual service within
the body of believers (see also 1 Peter 1vs22-2vs3 and1 Peter 3vs8).
In the light of the coming day of judgement and in the midst of a hostile
world, how should believers behave toward each other? The answer is
that we should act in love toward and in service of our fellow Christians.
The call to love each other deeply is a repetition of the earlier exhortation
(1vs22), but in 4vs8-11 it is given very specific application. First, love
should be shown in a readiness to forgive and eagerness to restore a
fellow believer who may well have slipped into sin under pressure from the
world. Peter’s point here is not that sin should be condoned but that the
sinner should be encouraged to repent and return. Second, love should be
shown in hospitality, particularly to those whose faith may have left them
as outcasts from their natural family or at risk in the world. Third, love
should be seen in service, in a use of spiritual gifts for the sake of others
rather than for the glory of the gifted person. Indeed, all giftedness is just a
measure of God’s grace and His generosity to His church. Therefore in the
final analysis, all glory is to go to God!
At the end of this study you should be able to answer the following key
question from the text.
 What calling and responsibility do Christians have with respect to one
another?
Read 1Peter 4vs8-11

Observe:
1. The call to heartfelt love (compare 1vs22)
2. The importance of forgiveness and restoration for those who have
sinned
3. The call to hospitality
4. The importance of service to the glory of God

?Think:
1. In what way does the call to heartfelt love in 4vs8 differ from that in
1vs22? (hint – look at the reason given in each case). In what way
are these two exhortations connected?

2. What attitude should we have toward our fellow believers who fall
into sin? What does this mean in practice? What does it not mean?

3. Why was the practice of hospitality important for Peter’s readers?
How does this apply to us today?

4. Why does Peter urge hospitality ‘without grumbling’?

5. In what ways should we use the gifts that God has given us?

6. Is any Christian exempt from serving others? Why not?

! Understand / Apply
1. What answer can you give to our key question?

